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FORGED FOR THE
BIG SYNDICATE

OF SWINDLERS.
Richard Grant Monks Capturedin the New York

Post Office.

Outfit of Blank Checks, Perforatorand Pens in His
Vnlico

Under Eough's Instructions He Prepared
the Gahg's Bogus Checks

and Deeds.

WAS WANTED AT BAY CITY, MICH.

Passed Forged Checks There Upon Lawyer
Who Defended and Benefactor Who SuccoredHim When on Trial for

Killing His Father.

Slowly, but surely, the members of the
Valentine-Bough band of forgers and swlndlesrare being brought to justice. The last
to be arrested Is Richard Grant Monks,
whose skilled hand, it Is alleged by Valentine,under the direction of John Bough,
iorgea most Ui tun gang s wunuieos jjujjci.
Monks was caught earl yesterday morningby Central Office Detectives Flay and

Murphy as he called at the Post Office
for tnall awaiting him under the name of
Wellington Thornwaite. He had just arrivedfrom the West, where, he admits,
he has forged checks and passed them
upon merchants and hotel keepers. He
denies that he was ever In trouble before
or that he has operated In any but a small
way, but the police found In his possession
an outfit such as only a man who expected
to reap a large harvest by his frauds
would carry. He told the detectives that
he Is only twenty-one years old, but his
smoothly-shaven face shows lines that
would hardly be found on so young a man,
and his skill in passing worthless paper
is too great to have been obatined in a short
career.
Valentine, who is now in the Raymond

Street Jail, Brooklyn, awaiting sentence
for passing some of that paper, says it
was one of Monks's forged checks that first
attracted attention to the gang in last July, ,

when May Vintage passed it at a Sixth
avenue store. For this she was arrested,
as was Valentine, but both succeeded' in

regaining their freedom by making good
the amount they had obtained on the check.
Valentine says McLaughlin gave it to him
and told him it was one of a number made
by Monks.
The first notice that the police received regardingMonks came last Friday in a tele-

gram from the Chief of Police of Bay City,
Mich., stating that Monks would call
at the Post Otfice for mail, and asking that
he be arrested. The next day anotner telegramwas received, giving a description
of Monks and saying that he was badly
wanted for forgery. A third telegram
came Monday. In this it was said that 1

the forger was desperate and would probablyshoot if given a chance. As a consequencethe detectives, as soon as they
recognized the young man, seized and handcuffedhim before he could offer any resistance.:
At I'olice Headquarters his valise was

found to contain more than 200 blank
checks 011 banks in all parts of the country.Most of them were the checks of
private houses, especially engraved for the
different firms. The banks repreSekted
ranged from the Cochise County Ban if,' of
Tombstone, Ariz., and an institution in Tacoma,to small banks in the Dakotas, Wisconsin,Montana and other States of the
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checks of some of the leading mercantile
houses of Chicago, and one of the city of
Chicago itself, all showing that Monks was
skilled In his line of crime.
Besides thd checks a perforating machine,

such as is used to mark the amount of a
check upon it, was found in his valise.
This had been purchased by Monks in Bu'f-

r
falo. where the police think he may have
found victims. In Buffalo, too, he had
cards engraved with the name of WellingtonThornwalte and Monks, and represent-
lng him to be a representative of the engineerlhgdepartment of the Illinois Cen-
tral Railroad. Another card bore the signatureof "J. S. Bartow," and certltied
that Monks was the representative of the
Central News Company on the Cincinnati, 1
Hamilton & Dayton Railroad. A touch of
romance was given to his case by the
finding of two photographs of a handsome
young woman that had been taken by a
photographer named Cooper in Ypsllanti,Mich. Monks refused to say who the young 1
woman is. He claims to be a civil en- ,gineer.

s._, 1
Bay City, Mieh.. Dec. 1..Richard Grant

Monks, arrestpd in flip flpnsrai T'nci nmn..
New York, this morning, is n son of the
late Richard Monks, an engineer in the \employ of the F. E. Bradley Company, this
city. On Sunday morning, March 15 last.,
a quarrel occurred between the senior
Monks and his wife. Richard Grant Monks,who is nineteen years old and a brother,aged sixteen, interfered. Each had a pistol,and the father received two shots and
was fatally wounded. The boys were
placed in Jail, but were admitted to bail, F.
E. Bradley going on their bond. Mrs.
Monks applied for divorce, alleging cruelty
and infidelity. Richard Monks died from
his wounds ou April 1.
The boys were tried on a charge of manslaughter,but were acquitted on the plea

that they acted in defence of their mother.
It was alleged that the father had a knife
in hand and was threatening to kill her.
Some time after the death of his father,
Richard urant jvionus, who wns a draughtsman,went to Chicago, and was soon followed"by his brother. The former entered,
or was supposed to have entered, the employof the Illinois Central Railroad. When
he "went away he owed a number of bills.
Including one for $117 to John E. Simonson.the lawyer who defended him on irial,
and $45 to F. E. Bradley for paying the
funeral expenses of his father.
On November 17 Richard appeared in this

city, called at the office of Simonson. Gillett& Courtright, and said he wanted to payhis account. He produced a draft on the
Hibernian Bank Association bv the Illinois
Central Railway for $175, and said that if
Mr. Simonson would identify him at the
bank he would settle the account.
The young man having borne a good renutationhere, Simonson went with him to the

First .National Bank and indorsed the draft.
Monks got the money, paid the lawyer his
bill, got a letter of recommendation and departed.He called on his benefactor, F. E.
Bradley, and got him to Indorse a check on
a Chicago plumbing Arm of $87, got the

Continued on Second Page.

THE SKILLED I

1L DECLARES HE
WON'T EJTiy ONE.

Senator Has Had His Teeth
Fixed, but "Not for the

Short Session,"

Enounces That He Will Continuein His Policy of
"Laying Low."

such a Small Part of His Party That
He Is Ignorant of Its

Policy.
EXPECTS NO ACTION FOR CUBA.

rhinks the Upper House Will Do Nothing,
but Adds That Being of the Minority

He Ccnnot Speak with
Assurance.

By Julius Chambers.
Albany, Dec. 1.."I go to Washington on

Thursday," said Senator David B. Hill, as

he came Into his library at Woolfert's
Roost this afternoon. "I have spent five
hours with my dentist to-day having my
teeth fixed."
"For the short session?" I asked.
"Actually, yes; metaphorically, no," was

;he laughing retort. "I shall not eat anybody.I shall lay low. You haven't heard
)f me making any row, have you?"
"No, but I thought you might have intendedto put in circulation a new aphorsmthat would go down the centuries with

Senator Sheman's."i nave Deen uome nxing
my fences.' "

Busy with His Place.
"No such an ambition," rejoined Senator

Hill. "As you see through the windows, 1
am putting everything In shape for a hard
Winter."
"A cold one, you mean?"
" I never pun," replied the Senator,

gravely.
"What is the Democratic party going to

do?" I asked boldly.
"How do I know? I am not the party.I

have been a very small part of it for severalmonths, I fear."
"But, surely you have some views to

suggest at this time," was suggested.
"Indeed, I haven't. When I get to Washingtonand look over the field, I may do

something In politics. But, really, what's
the use of. worrying about politics now?"
"Will the Senate do anytning ror uuoa.'
"I don't think so; but I belong to the

minority, and therefore cannot speak with
assurance."
"And the President?" I ventured to inquire."Will he act?"
"God knows; I'm sure I don't," was the

reply.
"Do you expect the Senate to co-operate

with the House in tariff legislation?"
Referred to Republicans.

"That is possible," was the rdply, "but
the Republicans can give you more informationon that subject than anybody on

my side of the chamber. It is a cold day,
isnt 11conciuaea rne senator, wrinKiing
liis eyebrows.
The statesman accompanied me to the

door with his usual geniality, but the Decemberair into which I emerged appeared
more keen and nipping than when my face
had been turned toward the home of the'

FORGER OF THE

COOPER YPSILANTl
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Gang's Versatile renman ancf h
In Richard Grant Monks, arrested ye

from the West, where he Is wanted for
Sure they have the forger who, under tl
with which the recently scattered band
the prisoner's valise were found a varic
and an assortment of pens, his tools of i

the fondness of the fair sex which gc
shown by the photograph of a pretty gi i

raplier.

longwfiile leader and counsellor of the
Democracy of New York. Even nature
looked forsaken, and the landscape was

drear. A flotilla of steam dredges in the
river, stretching continuously from Albany
to Troy, wheezing and puffing in sturdy
effort to consume the Congressional appro.j.w i-Kn xrlcslKl^ t*amlnrlpr thftfr

politics Is the essence of national life.
Every other evidence was missing.

CHOATE IS NOT A RIVAL.

Friends of the Distinguished Lawyer Ridicule
the Story That He Wants to SucceedSenator Hill.

Washington, Dec. 1..Joseph H. Choate
will not be the next Senator from New
York. Friends of Mr. Choate here refuse
to take his candidacy seriously, and the
more friendly they are the less serious they
are on the subject.
"Why, oh, why," remarked one of them

to-night, a distinguished Republican Congressmanfrom New York, "should Mr.
Choate aspire to be the Palmer of New
York Republicanism? Mr. Piatt not only
has all the cards, but is dealing the game.
If Mr. Choate should do such a thing as
allow the use of his name in the Senatorial
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is Tocls Captured by the Police.
sterday at the Post Office on a telegram
passing bogus checks, the detectives are

le direction of Bough, prepared the papers
of swindlers deceived their victims. In

!ty of blank checks, a perforating machine
rade. That Monks was not superior to
>t some of his companions in trouble was

I, taken by a Ypsilanti (Mich.) photog-

contest he would be put in the samfe class
as Chauncey Depew. A little later, when
the first gust of adulation is over, Mr.
Choate will discover that he has never been
a candidate, and then the anti-Platt'tes
will seek another victim."

DEATH CAME QUICKLY.
Coroners Called to Investigate Three Cases

of Persons Who Died Without
Doctor's Care.

The Coroners yesterday received notice of
the following sudden deaths:
William Burns, sixty-five years old, was

found dead in bed at-his home, 206 West
Twenty-sixth street, yesterday morning.
His death was due to natural causes.

George Klingman, 849 Columbus avenue,
fell to the floor, of his home suffering from
a hemmorhage yesterday afternoon, and
dide a few minutes later. He was a strong
man. who had apparently been in good
health.
Joseph Herman, a cook, fell dead at 420

West Thirty-ninth street during the afternoon.He was twenty-five years old. and
was apparently in robust health. A physicianwas called, and stated that Herman
had died from apoplexy.

l<j7

Nineteeni
THIRD AVENUE

6
: THAT LED TO THE !

*

JNO COnBINE.

HE"

PAOHAGC OF CH ETCH'S

BROADWAY BLAZE
CMjSB BIG LOSS.

iTwo Buildings OoDOsite Astor
Place Burned Out

Last Night.
Firemen Injured by a "Runaway" Hose

Under HighPressure.
FOREMAN KELLY'S RIBS BROKEN.

Two Firms Sustain a Damage of $150,000,
and Others Escape with Less.

Cable Cars Blocked
for Hours.

Broedway, directly opposite Astor place,
was the scene last night of a fire which
started in the rear of buildings fronting both
on Broadway and Mercer street, and spread
east and west through the cellars with such
rapidity that a few minutes after the arrivalof the firemen, flames were leaping
from nearly every window on both streets.
The five proved to .be a spectacular one.

Before the engines arrived in response to the
third alarm the front of the building on the
Broadway side was ablaze from the sidewalkto the roof, above which sparks ascende.dseveral hundred feet.
*

The burned buildings, which were completelygutted, were No. 747 Broadway and
No. oOG Mdreer street. The damage will
amount to nearly $150,000. The chief losers
are It. Rothchild's Sons & Co., bar fix-
turo makers and billiard tame manuxae!turers, who occupied the ground floor and
cellars of both buildings. The upper floors
o?i the Broadway side were occupied by
Leo Goodman, neckwear maker, and David
iiarber, photographer. The hat Arm of
E. V. Connett & Co., which occupied the
adjoining building, Xos. 743 and 745 Broadway,had a narrow escape. Although great
party walls divide the buildings, an explosionof hot air blew in several of the iron
shutters on the windows, and flames startedin the building. About $5,000 damage
was done by the fire and water In the hat
hnnqp.
During the progress of the flre the spectatorsin Astor place witnessed an exciting

struggle which a number of firemen had
with a "runaway" pipe. The men of engineNo. 20 had taken up a position in
front of the burning building. The bose employedwas short, and great, pressure was

brought to bear. Foreman Charles L. Kelly
and five men were holding the pipe when
one of the men slipped. Instantly the pipe
began to squirm in the grasp of the men
like a giant snake.
Foreman Kelly tried to throw himself on

top of the wriggling hose, but a sudden
added pressure jerked the line out of the
men's hands. He was struck in the back
by the nozzle and knocked almost senseless.
He managed, however, to cling to the line
until his men piled on top.
As is the case when a lire breaks out on

Broadway, the cable cars were blocked and
thousands of passengers were delayed. A
few blocks above and below the flre cars
were switched back and forward, but passengerswere not transferred.
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Trial for Alleged
Local Inspect

1

Vessels
Witnesses Declare the

worthy When Passec
That He Knew

The Lie Shouted from the Stan
and Barrett Withdrawn.Ca?

Exposed by the Journ;
"If the statements in circulation in this

office in regard to you are true, you are

both a liar and a thief."
These words, addressed to Captain SamuelG. Fairchlld, Local Inspector of Steam

Vessels, by W. A. Leonard, an assistant
Inspector, one day last Summer proved the
spark that was followed by an explosion
before a court of Inquiry in the Federal
Building yesterday. The hearing of charges
against Inspectors Fairchlld and Barrett
and Supervising Inspector Starbuck was

begun in earnest. The charges agaiust
Starbuck were withdrawn. Those against
Inspector Barrett amount'* to nothing.
The real contest, as the Journal predicted,
quickly narrowed down to a fight involving
Fairchild, and a very bitter fight it prom-
Ises to become.
The charge which Assistant United States

District Attorney Hinman sought to lay at
Inspector Fairchild's door yesterday was

that of having accepted a bribe to "pass"
the excursion steamer Havana after she
had been repeatedly condemned by his assistantInspectors. The "passing" of the
condemned steamer Catherine Whiting,
which was fully exposed in the Journal at
the time, will be the other most important
branch of the hearing.
The court of inquiry, composed of SupervisingInspectors William H. Murdaugh, of

Norfolk, Va.; E. P. Chancellor, of Cincinnati,Ohio, and Michael J. Galvin, of Buffalo,N. Y., convened at 2 o'clock yester-
day afternoon, with Captain Murdaugh as

chairman. They had been ordered here by
the Treasury Department at Washington.
That department had also ordered the assistantlocal inspectors to prefer formal
charges against their two chiefs.Fairchild
and Barrett.
This order followed the filing in the

Treasury Department of the evidence in
the case of Assistant Inspector W. A.
Leonard, tried for having called Inspector
Fairchild a liar. In that trial, presided
over by Supervising Inspector-General Dumont,evidence against Inspector Fairchild
came out that resulted in the hearing
which began yesterday.

Not the Full Charges.
In his opening speech to the Board, AssistantDistrict-Attorney Hinman stated

that the charges to be presented by himself
were not the charges in full as they had
been filed with the Secretary of the Treasury,and, in that connection, he wished to
say that the charges against Supervising
Inspector Starbuck had been withdrawn.
The first charge against Inspector Fairchild,he said, would be In connection with
the steamship Havana.
Captain Parker, an admiralty lawyer,

who appeared for Inspector Fairchild,
asked that the witnesses be excluded front
the room and examined one at a time,
Mr. Hinman contended that the principal
witnesses were the assistant inspectors,
and that their presence was necessary to
the proper conduct of the cases. The
Board allowed the assistant inspectors to
remain, but excluded the other witnesses.
George Hand, assistaut inspector of hulls,

was the first witness. He testified that,
before entering the service of the Cnlt<
States, he was for twenty-five years .

Eractieal shipbuilder. He was first sent
y local Inspector Fairehlld to examine

the steamer Havana in December, 1893.
Assistant Inspector Wii'muth, who accompaniedhim, said that he had several times
inspected the Havana, and had found her
unseaworthv. WHmuth had also said
that he had been offered a large sum of
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witness be sent witb him this time because
his repeated recommendations to condemn
her before had all yeen ignored.
Witness Hand then told of the condition

in which he had found the Havana. He explainedminutely wherein her timbers were
rotten and how he had filed a report with
the Local Inspectors, showing that some of
the vessel's timbers were so rotten that
they would not hold the outer planking together.The Captain of the Havana told
the witness that the vessel had had a very
perilous trip on the Sound. There were

about 300 passengers on board. The seams
of the vessel opened, water poured in and
the Havana came near foundering. This
uas just prior to the examination made by
the witness. Various reports and recoin^
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D LET
[ SHIPS SAIL.
I Bribery of the
or of Steam
Begins.
Havana Was Unsea1bv Fairchild, and
Her Condition.

d.Charges Against Starbuck
>e of the Catherine Whiting,
il, to Be Gone Into.
mendations made by the assistant Inspect,
ors were put In as evidence.

Religious Belief Attacked.
When Captain Parker, as attorney for

Captain Fairchild, began the cross-examinationof Assistant Inspector Hand, the
hearing warmed in a marked degree. CaptainParker and Captain Fairchild are

friends and clubmates, and in appearance
bear a striking resemblnce to each other.
When they were in close consultation, both
standing up, their gray beards close enough
to merge into one, it was a difficult matter
to distinguish the lawyer from the client.
Both are demonstrative and Impulsive, and
handled witnesses In a decidedly lively
fashion.
"Mr. Hand," began Captain Parker, aggressively,"what is your religious faith?"
This brought Assistant District-Attorney

Hinman to his feet with a vigorous protest,but the question was allowed, and
the witness replied:
"I believe in doing right and being

square, both in private and public life, and
I've always been so, in the office of the
Inspector of S.team Vessels and everywhereelse."
"Do you believe in a God to whom you

are responsinie ror raise swearing.'" rue

lawyer's voice liad risen until it couid bo
heard all over the court room and far away
In the corridors.
"I do," came the reply, in loud, emphatio

tones. "I certainly do."
"Do you believe in the Christian religion?"
"I think it is a good thing."
"Then it is not true that you foster bitterfeeling against Captain Fairchi.d?"
"No. sir, it is dot title."
"Didn't you tell Inspector McCnuslaniJ

that Captain Fairchild had taken somethingout of your hands and that you would
get even with Ihe old man?' "

"No, sir," shouted the witness, risingfrom his seat; "that is a manufactured Me."
Both witness and attorney were almost

screaming, and questions and answers were
snapped backward and forward with greatvehemence.
"You deny, then?" exclaimed CaptainParker.
"les, I do." the witness cried. "Any*body who told you that is a liar."
The members of the court moved im*patiently about their seats. The scenawm hemminor ovoi

Captain Parker referred to Hand's testimonyas gossip, and there was anotherclash and passage of words, this time betweenAssistant District-Attorney Hlnmnnand Captain Fairchild's attorney.
Not for Revenge.

In speaking of the various reports aboutthe Havana witness, Hand said:
"I have never had any reason to 'get

even with' Inspector Fairchlld. These
stories about the Havana were talked about
a long time ago. They were knows befbreany of the articles that have recentlybeen printed in the Journal came out. I
did ask Inspector Fairchild to let me take
an assignment if it was convenient, but he
took It himsolf anil T OU
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remonstrance."
George W. Wllmnrt, an assistant inspectorof hulls, took the stand. His testimonywas sensational in that he told of a

distinct effort made to bribe him in connectionwith his examination of the Havana.
He first examined the vessel, he said, in

1801, during which year he went over her
twice. The second time Inspector Fairchildwas with him. The timbers of the
Havana, witness said, were rotten amidships,and the vessel was generally weak,although at the stern and well forward
the timbers were strong enough to hold
the planking together.
Witness examined her again a year later,

in September, 1802. and found her in a still
worse condition. The repairs which he had
ordered had not been made. When he had
completed his second examination he said
he was asked by the owners of the vessel
what his report would be.
"When I told them," he said, "I was invitedto go across the street and into an

office where a man named Woertz, who is
the principal owner I think, took me into
a private room and asked me what the repairsI was about to recommend would
cost. I told him about $12,000. Woertz
said they did not have enough money to do
that, but had enough, he thought to satisfy
me. He then had a large roll of money in
his hand. I told him he had better spend
it on the boat, as she was worth it."
That was in September. 1891, witness

declared, and on the 29th of the same
month the Havana was given papers by
Inspector Fairchlld.
Wilmurt sai l that he next examined the

Havana 111 le;iz ana mat im- repairs were
still not macle He was shown, by Mr.
Hinman, a report made by him at that
time. He said it was his leport with the
exception of a marginal addition that was
not in his handwriting.

Reported to Faircliild.
Wilmurt said that he again went over

the Havana in 1893 and found her in the
same condition. She was then engaged in
carrying passengers to the fishing grounds,
fifteen miles outside of Sandy Hook. At
no time during his investigations was the
vessel fit to carry passengers, and he had
told Captain Fairchild so. Captain Fairchildsaid, in reply, that the owners did
not have the money to make the necessary
repairs, and would have to run her awhile
until she could earn it.
"So Captain Fairchild was willing to let

unseaworthy vessels carry passen" Mr.
Hinman was asking, when Captain Parker
vehemently interrupted and the question
was aroppeu.
When Captain Farker cross-examined th©

witness, Wilmurt admitted that he had not
made a statement in his written report
that the Havana was unseaworthy, but ho
insisted that he told Captain Fairchild so

verbally, and that the Captain knew that
she was.
While Assistant Inspector Wilmurt was

being cross-examined, the hearing was adjourneduntil this morning at 10 o'clock.


